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NEW ORLEANS, Sept. 27 
(AP)-^Controversial District 
Attorney Jim Garrison was ac* 
quitted today on charges of 
obstructing law enforcement 
by taking bribes t o protect il- 
legal gambling. 

The tLS, District Court jury 
deliberated, more than three 
days before delivering its ver- 
dict, ending a trial of six 
weeks. 

Two other men tried with . 
Garrison— pinball machine 

company executives John A. 

CaUery, 63, and Robert Nims, 

45 — also were acquitted. 

The flamboyant Garrison, 
who took over as his own at- 
torney and completed his case 
with a three-hour argument 
Monday, took a few deep r 
breaths and smiled after the. 
verdict was read. 

He was then joined by his 
regular team of defense law- 
yers, which had withdrawn at 
the start of the defense case 
after disagreeing on how the 
defense should be handled. 

Garrison, who gained na- 
tional attention with his un- 
successful attempts to prose- 
cute a man for the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy, 
had said during the trial that 
he did not expect to be con- 
victed. But, convicted or ac- 
quitted, he said he was bound 
to be re-elected to a fourth 
term in November, 

The basis of thef govern- 
ment's case was 52 tape re- 
cord! ngs which prosecutors 
said were made secretly. Some 
were said to be recordings of 
actual bribery payoffs by in- 
former Pershing Gervais, a 
onetime friend and assistant 
of Garrison's. 
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On one of the payoffs Ger- 
vais had marked money, which 
agents said was used by Garri- 
son to pay a hotel bill. 

As an offshoot of the case, 
Gervais appeared today before 
a federal grand jury investi- 


(gating other names or owa r 
t*P on the t apes . He said’ he 
wo«W ‘tell all he knows about 
«ramal scanty in the New 
Orleans area," federal officials 
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nson, Mms and Gallery 

Frederick a. Soule Sr:, pw 
iar contains 
¥63,000. He said that was wi 
^iare of the bribery money, 
which wap allegedly ‘spread 
found by the pinb^ihdrotry 
to prevent raids on their gam- 
bhng-type machines. 


Dominant figure In the trial 
was Gervais, whose taped 
voice was the backbone of the 
prosecution's case. He eventu- 
ally took the stand as the pros- 
ecution's last witness, 

Gervais, an ex-policeman, 
told how he was wired for 
sound and sent Into meetings 
with Garrison and others by 
federal agents hiding nearby. 
He told bow federal agents 
searched him before and after 
his visit to Garrison’s home 
the night he allegedly deliv- 
ered the marked money, 
Gervais reaffirmed what a 
voice expert had said— that 
the tapes were genuine read- 
ings of actual conversations. 
He said he had lied to news* 
men when he told them the 
government's case was a 
frameup. 


